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REE: SEOUL 4420 

1 . EMBASSY VISITED MAY 26 BY TWO AMERICAN STUDENTS FROM OSAKA, 
JAMES LEWIS AND ELAINE LIPTON, WHO ARE IN KOREA IN CONNECTION 
WITH PROSPECTIVE RELEASE EROM PRISON OF SO CHUN-SIK (SUH JOON- 
SHIK), KOREAN RESIDENT OF JAPAN NOW IN PRISON IN CHONJU ON 
ESPIONAGE CHARGES. THEY CARRIED LETTER FROM ROK EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON, DATED MAY 20, 1977, TO A US CONGRESSMAN, 

INDICATING MR SO'S SENTENCE EXPIRED MAY 27, 1978. THEY WERE 
CONCERNED, HOWEVER, THAT SO MIGHT BE RETAINED IN CUSTODY UNDER 
PROVISIONS OP ROK LAW THAT PERMITS CONTINUED DETENTION AFTER 
REGULAR SENTENCE OF CONVICTED SAGENTS WHO DO NOT REPENT. 

2. LEWIS AND LIPTON SAID THEY ARE HERE WITH GROUP OF JAPANESE 
FROM "SAVE THE SO BROTHERS COMMITTEE" (SO'S BROTHER SO SUNG IS 
SERVING A LIRE SENTENCE ON ESPIONAGE CHARGES). PLANS 

HAD CALLED FOR ONE SOCIALIST DIET MEMBER TO ACCOMPANY 
THE GROUP, BUT THEY WERE NOT SURE IF HE HAD COME OR NOT. 

THE ADVISE THAT LEADER OP THE GROUP HERE IS ONE MIZUNO 
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NAOKI. THEIR PLAN IS TO PROCEED TO CHONJU TO SEE IF SO 
IS RELEASED AND TO ASSIST HIM AS NEEDED. THEY SAID THEY 
WOULD ADVISE EMBASSY IF HE WAS RELEASED OR NOT. (THEY 
SAID, HOWEVER, THAT SO'S MOTHER, WHO IS LIVING IN JAPAN, 

HAD NOT COME TO KOREA ON THIS OCCASION.) 

3. COMMENT: PUBLIC SECURITY LAW OF 1975 DOES PROVIDE 
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FOR AUTHORITIES TO RETAIN IN DETENTION PERSONS THEY 
CONSIDER "DANGEROUS " WHO HAVE PREVIOUSLY BEEN CONVICTED 
UNDER NATIONAL SECURITY RELATED OFEENSES. ALTHOUGH NOT 
PREVIOUSLY USED, GOVERNMENT CRITICS, INCLUDING KNCC IN 
DOCUMENTS CITED REFTEL, CLAIM ROKG IS PLANNING TO APPLY 
THIS PROVISION IN SO'S CASE. IN VIEW PREVIOUS CONGRESSIONAL 
AND OTHER INTEREST IN THIS CASE WE ARE INQUIRING WHETHER 
SO IS IN FACT DUE FOR RELEASE TOMORROW. 

STERN 
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